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It is the Duty of every Subject to avert the impending Danger. 
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n his Aid, and it is he that would fall the firſt Vitim of popular Fury. 
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PREFACE. 


— following Diſcourſe was preached 

Three Vears ago, for the Benefit of 
ſome Charity Schools in a provincial 
Town, and would ſtill have lain dormant, 
without obtruding itſelf upon public 
Notice, if the Atheiſtic Conſpiracies againſt 
Religion, Order, and Humanity, which 
have been unfolded by the very important 
Publications of Profeſſor RoBinsoN, and 
the Abbe BARRUEL, drawn from the moſt 
authentic Documents, 7arn/wered and 
unanfwerable, had not excited the utmoſt 
Abhorrence. in the Writer of theſe Pages, 


* 4 


* 


(iv ) 
and Zeal no leſs earneſt to put forth his 
Hand, as. a Levite, in the Defence of the 
Ark of God. Among the many dreadful 
Means (of which the preſent War was 
deſigned for one) of accompliſhing | the 
Purpoſe of theſe atheiſtical Conſpiracies 
for the Overthrow of every Throne, and 
of every Altar, we find it intended to get 
into their own Hands the Education of 
Vouth; which, with infinite Art, and under 
. the moſt ſpecious Pretexts, they in many 
Inſtances have effected. To counteract 
theſe: deteſtable Deſigns. with the utmoſt 
Noſſihle Aſſiduity and Energy, is equally 
the Duty f al Who wiſh well to Man- 
kind. Princes, Legiſlators, Magiſtrates, 
Biſhops with their Clergy, and all whoſe 
Inflnence and Authority can affect the 
Minds of others, ſhould act in Concert and 
Ait Vigaur, to fruſtrate the Schemes. of 
Atheiſts and: Praitors; elſe Atheiſm and 
Anarchy, drunk with the Blood of the 
er Wille ſeat themſelues! in Hanks. 
DO: | c 4 Triumph, 


(ww 3 

Triumph, on the Ruins of the Temple of 
San, and pour, out of “ the Cup of their: 
„ Abominations,“ a Jorrenut of Corrup- 
tions that will pollute the whole Earth, 
and xender it irreclaimable by any Thing 
leſs than the Baptiſm of Fire. We ſhall 
be infinitely blameable if we ſuffer 
Atheiſtic Conſpirators againſt Religion arid 
Civil Government to ſurpaſs, in active 
Exertion, oumſelves, who have the beſt of 
Cauſes to deferid. The Propag: andi ſts of 
Infidelity im France, it appears from Bar 
ruel, had; before the Revolation, no leſs a 
sum than oe, oo0l. Sterling, raiſed by 


themſel ves, for the Purpoſes ſo fatally 


E 


effected by them: And the Poiſon of th 


Principles was communicated by an Infi- 


nity of Pamphlets, and an endlefs Variety 


of Means, to the moſt diſtant Provinces, 


and to the Tenant of the meaneſt Cottage; 


and ſimilar Meaſures are at this Moment 
e in this i _ all he 


Ait 5 fp - 44 


—4 29 001 y 
"SES SS SSE 1 
e. K 
— 
1 
; no 


4 — 3 £3 
— 6 * 
n 
rr 


rn 
— — 
2 SIS * 


A ” Ky * "+ 
# ak — * r RR 


— 


#8 
-S |} "lf 


Devices of à wicked Ingenuity ®, to cor- 


rupt the Principles even of the pooreſt; 


 Bxertions ate uſed; but, "while Men Neep, 


«the Enemy ſoweth his Tares.“ Arif- 
totle; himſelf a Republican, has obſerved, 
that it ought to be the Object of Govern- 
ments not merely that the People ſhould 
6 dt, v but that they ſhiould © /zve rell,“ 
(kaxag in a moral Senfe: But it is neceſ- 
fary,* indiſpenſably ſo, to this End, that 
Proviſion ſhould' be made for the Inſtruc- 
tion of the People in thoſe Principles 
which lead to this moral Wellbeing; viz. 
The Belief of a God, a Providence, a future 
Statè of Rewards and Puniſhments, and a 
correſpondent moral Conduct and Temper. 
Human Laws cannot reach all thoſe 
Actions of 5 Which aer affect the 


* Since Payne: $ Pamphlers 5 been 3 
mY have been folded up in the rough Materials | 
delivered by! Manufacturers to their /Workmen't 
Botbrifishave uſed them to fold up their Seeds and 
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Intereſt of every, Man apd his ,Vicun: 
and Society at large; but a; religious 
Principle can, and often does, eſpecially in 


the Matter of Teſtimony in Courts of Law. 


Since the Abjuration of Religion, natural 
as Well; as revealed, in France, both the 
Directory have complained to the Councils 
(Dec. 14, 1796), and the Councils tothe 
Directory (in March laſt), of h Corruption 
of... the Public Morals : The Directory, a8 

above, acknowledge. ibè extreme: .of 
&. Wretched neſs, public and private, of 
_ 6,1Corruption, of Malevolence; the Imprac- 
« ticability of adminifring Fuſtices of bin- 
« dering Aafinations,, of exerciſmng intan- 
% h Police, from the Ii ant of, Means 10 
. prevent ſuch, Diſorders!” And all, ibis 
with, rhe, de e tic Power | in er 


former M Mafeers — . . 
But allth eſe Evils had their Cottience- 


ment inthe Avowal of Atheiſm, and the 
Overthrow of Religion. It was upon'this 


Principle 
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Principle that the | demacratic Athenians 
baniſhed the Atheiſt Protagoras; and, as 
Plutarch relates, ſeveral of the Greek 
Republicks, after ſome Trial of Atheiſtic 
Magiftrates, would not admit them again 
into Office: And I hope che dreadful 
Evils, which France, revolutionized by 
Atheiſt, | has inflicted upon the Nations 
into. Which ſhe has found Admittance, 
emu excite: be Attention of our Legiflature 
10 the Suppreſſion of all avowed Contempt 8 


of .. Religion. and Profeſſion: of Atheiſm. 


6, Government,” (id M. Seguier to the 


Parliament of Paris, in Auguſt 1770, de- 
nouncing this Conſpiracy of Atheiſts 
againſt the Altar and the Throne) “ S- 
% vernment ſhould tremble at tolerating 
«-in it's Boſom ſuch an inflammatory 


_ Sect of Unbelievers, whoſe ſole Object 


« appears to be to ſtir up the people to 
4 Rebellion, under Pretence of enlight- 
6 ening them.“ We know the ſame 
.! has been - at Work in this 
Country 


ow Tr Wy 


FF 1 


from France, the Masx of , LiBERTY, 


EQUALITY, and the RIGHTS OF Max; 
THE MAJESTY OF THE PEOPLE, and RADI- 
AL REForRM! A Mask diſguiſing the 
Private AMBITION and SELT-Exps of THE 
SPEAKERS,—But how little of real Liberty, 
and how much of real Suffering and 1. a= 
tolerance, the Principles of atheiſtical 


Revolutioniſts necgſurily produce, we 
might judge, if other Proofs were wanting, 


from the following Specimen of their 
Doctrine; namely, (Abbé Barruel, Vol. 1 VB. 


p. 447.) „ That Want and Opinion are 


«/the Two Agents which make all Men 


c act: CausE THE WANT, . GOVERN 
ce OpINToxs, and you will overturn all 
the exiſting Syſtems, however well 
e conſolidated they may appear. — any 
« Opponents obfrudt the Way, let them be 


e gain, by Conviction or by; Want: If 


< they penſiſt in their Oppoſetion, treat them 
2 eee and refuſe them every where 
« 1 a 8 6% the 


Country under the ſame Maſk borrowed 


| 0 * 
44 the 125 of Giesen . a Svc is che 
ente 


N. 


? V as e 57 RAPICAL E 5b 

EF IEF IxyIDEI. PROPAGANDYSTS! But 

he that 1 hath the Heart of a Max and not 

the Heart of a TYGER, Will turn from 

Wars SE FIENDS, that have ariſen 1 om the 
| ottornleſs Abyſs,” to that Saviour of 


San 


Men, whom | THESE Conspriators 
52 HUM AN NaTuRE,in vain attempt 
to '* « ee. (as their own Phraſe exprefſes 
* 1507 that benign Saviour, « owho came not 
to deſtroy. Meins Lives, but to fave them” 
| 1550 6b more than buman "Sympathy" lifts 
up "his affectionate Voice; “ Come unte 
% mne and be ſaved, all ye Ends af the 
„ Earth,” * Come unto me all ye that 
*7pguel- and are. heavy laden, and I will 
h 0 e Ræſi unto your Souls Il Which of 
Theſe, think" ye, is the Friend: of Man? © 

| This Country is (under God) the laſt 
4 pe reiten a and Humanity m Europe. 


MAy 


ea Q 


6 W- I 


Let me then adjure the Friends of both, 


in the Name of that © Lover of Souls,“ as 


they will anſwer for their Neglect to Bie 
to lay aſide that Lukewarmneſs, which 


at this Time. is highly diſgraceful 10 them 
and to exert themſelves with Zeal in order 


to ſtrengthen the Hands of Government 


againſt domeſtic Treaſon and Conſpiracy, 
in Union with a foreign Foe; let me ad- 
jure them to lay aſide their ale and ex- 
penfive Pleaſures, for the nobler Ones of 
aſſiſting the Widows and Orphans of thoſe 
who fall in the common Cauſe. Elſe they 
will be found Lovers of Pleaſure” ra- 
ther than God, and as ſach, will have no 
(fon into the Kingdom of Heaven. 
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MAT TH. XVIII. 14. 


IT is NOT THE WILL or YOUR HEAVENLY 
FATHER, THAT ONE OF "THESE LITTLE- 
Oxxs SHOULD PERISH, 


* / 


| TT was Wee an ancient Writer *, 


of great Repute for Wiſdom, that if Virtue. 


could aſſume an external Form, and become 
viſible to human Sight, it's native Excelleney 
would excite the men Mannen aud — 
in * n 1 „boch d 08 
This Thought ef the e Philolophiee' has been 
ſince realized, in a Manner that infinitely e 


ceeds whatever the boldeſt Imagination could 


conceive. It has been fealized in the 


of Him, in whom all the'Fulneſs of the "God. 
head dwelt bodily : who, though he was in the 


Form of God; and thought it not Robbery to 
be equal with God, yet that he might exhibit a 
conſuramate Example of Virtue in our Nature, 
when he came to radeem it, laid afide che 


Glories of the Divine Majeſty, and took upon 


himſelf the Form of a Setvant; and went 


* Plato. 


B | doing 


N 
gail Soc, web as nonę other Man ever did; 


ſhewing bimſelf bx gthe moſt, beneficent and 
wonderful Acts, to be the Only- begotten of the 


Father, #ull of Grace and Truth. And, what 
ing to bound his Goodneſs 


3 Kill more, not will 
to the Sons of Men Within the narrow. Limits 


of abi hanve Country, or the Term of his 
Fatthly; Exiſtence ; he planted a Religion in 
the. Earth deſigned and calculated to produce 
;the:hkefalutary, Effects, temporal and ſpiritual, 
ithrooghquti every duccecding Generation to the 
End ef the; Werld. And that Root out of a 
1a Grovid, to which, the Prophet compares 
me esſan nd Religion: of Jeſns,, hath, ſince 
Aprung un and, flouriſhed, though not) to it's 
ÞAeſqned.Extont, AMOS AD ſhall be for the 
'o6;the, Nations. For, the Religion of 
Regard; to. Shots Mam: 


—— e Say ER 
zümmehſe sy ſtem of Worlds which we 5 
| ASI. ms arp a 54.8 


that through every P — Je Wipe meide 
en of theſe Little- 11 who this Day 
golsnA 235 Bud " appeal 


19.4; 8 J 
- . L „* 1 X * 
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appeal to yt foſtering Care, and vor bellinb 
that one e mern ſhould periſh! nid garwad! 
204, 0 1 0 g n od 02 2754 luiebnov- 
alte It ks the L Deſign of the Goſpel that all It 
te Profeſſors ſhould, by imbibing it's Prineiples c 
4 Edrty on it's Scheme of diffulive Benevolence; 
together with the fame minute Attention to 
every indibidual Object that ean be ſuſceptible 
of it, till the Conſummation of all Things. 
¹ Go yelilito all Nations: What Precept van 
be 6f wider Extent And preach: the Goſpel 
to every Creatite 2aWhat Attention can be 
mere minute f. And 41 T am with you 
lay even untöò the End' of the World: 
Ouf Care therefore für the great Intereſts of 
"hbman Natute, muff be cotfimenſirateto Time, 
and embrace, as fat as pöffiblé, all the collect 
Bodies and alf the Individwals, of Mankind 
for chere tan be no Confervatior Ir the hee, 
unleſs Individuals be preferved, afid it is the 
Preſetvatioh, and the Hafmonz of all che Par- 
tieulars kat conftitutes A W Hole and as bur 
Senat f hint Ak, abe 1 
Divine Authof, who is not — 
Kheſt Litke Ones: 0 


e pe | N 2 Hig Hl. LS SE 226.3 29 is * 
5 2a1idi oc 27 50 i bed 10 {1908901 


89 q B * Butler' S Analogy, 
B 2 - Let 


to 221v122 I; iq V3 . 4 BY & the N 
ba NLeunstrüce/ the Intiaazions 9h th he Didu 
(Walkin :tHis) Reſpact. hut partiq larly, as it 
mgards their IyiftroQtion in Righteouſneſs. 
Inighty God himnſelf is pleaſed to aſſign this 
Reafviscof-his Favour to Abrahan in making 
him a great Nation, and all the Nations of the 
Eaitti bleſſed in him; . for L know; bim that he 
echt; command his Children after 1 im, 
Sind they ſball keep the Way: of. the. Lord to 
5 doadudgment and Ju f 2 : ta, this 
| FEaid, hen the: oſter ity of the Patriaceh be- 
came! numerous People, Proviſion was made 
for their re religious Inſtruction hy their 
Divine Lawgwer; from their Infancy being 
iditiztdd into the Covenant of the. Lay, they 
 Ketellequally: taught it's moral Precepts, ay 
annde to conform: to;all-the-Rigours;even.. of. 
aitual Service. ;i/Lpon, the ſolemn . 
Law, God. himielf: commands 
4nd Children, ad thy Stranger that is within 
16 thyz:Gates,: that they may hear, and that the) 
mayedearn and fear-the Lordyour God, and | 
eme 10 de all-therWords of his Lavi g nh 
h adren:alfo;,, which have, not 
ww maps. -hear,, 1 


ene Land pour God, as lang a5 gr der 
8 80 evoiq v7 10 112 och ni ge ui 
is:tol, | 3 bs +: F This, 


, «i £ 
275 ” 8 N 


1 

This, ow ubſerte, is no typical Service or 
hiforaty D Duration; the Duty of fearing God 
8 6f everlaſting Obligation; and hearing lad 
Kattling, are indiſpenſable Requifites for the 
Performance, of it. And the poſitive Injunctiou 
of the Divine Will is ſurety ſufficient tu db 
away all fvleus Objections to the Inſtruction 
of Fong Children in the lively Oracles of God: 
Objections which have no other Foundationibut 
in Pride, Ignorance, or Selfiſhneſs; and which 
there is the leſs Need to anſwer at-preſentþ as 
your Countenance of Inſtitutions for this. Pu- 
poſe ſhe w s OE COPIES of ſuch illiberal 
Gchecktbnsgri Tt e ee niert 10. 
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bow the ib of RESO for the reli. 
gious Inſtruction of young Perſons will beit 
þ appear from the Events which have oocutredy 
among tho People of Gods bôth inthe Jdwifh, 
and tlie Chriſtian Church. Wliile the: ieh 
Natioil retaited' the Knowledge of theit:Lawz 
they maintained a national Senſe uf theirtrel- 
Bebe Obligations, and'enjoyedithe:Blaſling! of 
eculiar Providence; and proſporots\fitate! 
ven . l. Lawceafed to he read, it ceaſi to 
be known, Hand of Courts was-not2obſervedy 
Hay, Ainlle ed; was in Danger of Being totallyiboſt, 
when a Copxof f it was providentiallycfoumt in 
the . in the Reign of the pious King 
. — 3 Joſiah. 
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AH T0 this“ general Igndiande of the 
Dane Aſtitutes hatk been attributed rat 
Semen in idelatrous Worſhip which 
bibuighit en the Oaptivity and Subjection of that 
Pebpls bythe Kings of Babylon. Upon their 
Refbretionz'they corrected their Error 3. Byna- 
& and Schoels were erected throughout 
the and; in which the Law was! conſtantly 
$h@@n#txpounded; while all were taught to 
reid ie: And fuehr was the happy Effect of this 
Knowledge among the People, that 
ahisy never After relapſed" inte Idolatry's but, 
Nen ütider the ſevere Perſecution of Antio- 
ehus maintained the Purity of their Faith; and 
—— Seriptutes; and their reli- 
Zeab recobvered their rational Indeperi- 
Ae and "Profpericy. >\: 'Fhencefotward che 
pls Jews bega the Inſtructiem of their yo 
- Pebple uon he Jeartieft Pa wir bf Reiſhaz us 
e y learn tr 'the Anſtanet of Timothy 
[eoiniwiended b) St. Paul Nerl was tb k. 
ſtructtom eorfinettothere Redding, it extelided 
to an accurate Study of the Law, and an 
Iabeſtigation cr ReyfliedindnithebThdport, 
- ſhade us it Wäs under the Veil ef 'the“ Lotter; 
ch Happily prepared the Minds df man to 
- Hives the. great  Freths unfolded 67 the 
Gbdſpel . 7:For their beſt Inter prete rb, by u happy 
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Law and she Frephets, a8 giver/by dur En [| 
gelleal Writers: The Founder: of Heir mall i 
celebrated: Sehòodl for the Study of their Serie ink 
tures; Was the Father of * that-Simeoniowihg I 
received into his Arms, and copfeſled,; his A {dg 
fant/ Saviour in the: Temple. From this, pio bl 
Perſon, his Son-Gamaliel derived that Knows 
ledge of the Laws, which rendered: him elbe 
an Inſtructor of the Apoſtle Paul; that choſen tha 
Veſſel for conveying|. the, Knowledge of al- li 
vation to the Gentile World; Wwhe, more {ik 
any other of the Evangeliſts or Apoſtles, ham 
demonſtrated, from Principles inherent in the | 


Law itſelf, that it was only of cfemparery.cpahnd 
frartial, Obligation; though it invelopeda myſtic 
Senſe, in Which all Cbriſtians arg intereſted, 
and which the. Apoſtle has unfolded at large in 
his Epiſtle to the Hehrewsg preying, incenttę: 
vertibly, thut the Chriſtian Faith is the Expag⸗ 
\fien-of the Principles contained. in the Lawyof 
"Moſes, of:whisb' it is the eee 
bis the End of all the Diſpenſations ef God⁰οννò 
is bs wal sd jo bug oe as oF, 
Tus, through the P rogreſſiog of man Ages, = 
and to an Extent,, Wide as the Regiogs.co I 
lightened by the Goſpel, de we tracg the az 
„ Effects of religious Inſtruction. multiplied 
in their Deſoent from a fingle; Point dläghrir 
2} 10 018721 San Biſhop: Ridder. (140, "Y 
8.1 B 4 ſlender 
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Te meld of the Temple, A elt reach. only t 


350 


les ooynbtbsri Bat” ifcreals ti ii" 1 5 come 
Waters to Wim in; vel) Thing liveth WI ther 
the River 'eometh';" and deln "brought 45700 
intb che Sea, che Waters bf the Sta, 3. 
denier the Rin re Heede. 5 
des Seri cn BSH SAT 90 ' 19 
"SAVES RE" öf Watch is ypical of Golpel 
Bieſnngs, we deſcend ae 15 It to. 990 | 
Galpel Titties; fer it it is'a River, th the dem ms | 
whereof make nag City Ot God, the Place ace 
of the Tabernickes' 'bf the über Elen. 
„n ire We find Him, ue ge th e. . 
veſtenhay, to Day, und fof ever, t *throug 2 


> 3 ae der 


att Divide Difßenfatiolls have been SATs E 
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n- wen ene Beginfing, 5 2 EE, me 
ge on this Su Subj ect, N | Pals iy 1 7 5 
ſpaken inthe Tan, Pf e e Kone 


unwillie,/it ſfoud ſtem, to Have the po EG : 
of their-Divine Maſter intent ted, "forbad, he. g 


by Att 


Apprbach T tte Childre DS Te ENCE 3 
he rebüked his Diſciptes; 1 1 9 70 le ed 5 


Fa 1 e 


Children to be brought to. him, . and he took. . 
«c thiiwup 38/hfd Arn Fan: 12 
„Ant bleſſed them. His Re lr pe Ion, 


mare the ſhort Interval i Ld which he Had many 
0 2 Things 


Tx] 

Things to ia Wi to his Diſciples concemingethe 
;reat E: Ends « of his Miffion, leſt they ſnauld ſtilł 
think the young and tenderfof the, Flocke ber 
neath their own. Care, as they had fermerly 
e in Hem þ beneath, his, he recommende 
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«6 — loveſt thou me nd ay — 
In this ſtriking and pathetic Manner fulfilling 
what "had been before ſpoken. of him by, Eats"? 
” the Prophet, Ale ſhall feed his- Flock Ae 
e Shepherd, he ſhall gather the Lambs in his. 
$6. "Advis, and carry them. in his Naſpm- x T of Yo 


"Hayes we find, that in tlie Church of Ohriſt. 

5 through the [nfluence of. his Spirit, the religioſs 
Inſtrüction of it's young M mbers., hath) batnl! 
recommended and enforced. in a Mannen Alto 
able to it's Importance, In the earlieſt Ages I 
of the Church this Inſtruction was adminiſterecbaj 
in a. progteſhve,] Manner. Ia the Infant Stfge 
of F aith, as We learn from St. Peter, vas ſups Yo 
plied «the  fincere. Milk of tha Word. BM A 
„have led you with Milk,“ ſays St,, Pail 
£6 and not with Meat, for hitherto ye were net ) 
Able to b bear . And when the ſame Apo 
would h have explained ſome of the higher Bujritas 
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ef, Doc irines to the Hebrews, {many [Things 
hard te de underſtood, he fleclined the Sub- 
jet, bachuſt teIthey webe dull of heating, For; - 
Siwhen they ought: for the Lime to have been 
„Meschers, they had need to be taught again 
r the Oracles of God - 
Sd3 k amot rf niht to 5d 
boAnd:as the Made of inſtruction was atone 
five, the Inſtructors themſelves, and even the 
Giſis and Endownients of the Spirit to Believers, 

were of ſuperĩot amid ſubordinate Claſſes and De- 

grbes:n# Firſt, Apoſtles; ſedondarily, Prophets; 

Athirdhy, Teachers; after that, Miracles, Helps, 
_ $:Governinents, Diverſities of Tongues.“ Are 

all Apoſtles; are all Prophets; are all Teachers; 

dg all interpret!“ Whence we may diſcern, 
that many of the fanatical Pretenſions of later 
Apes: are: wadely different from the Inſtitution 
-of tie Primitive amd. Apoſtolical Church. The 
Apoſtle Paul appears to have been the only 
Nerſon of timt Age who had the whole Goſpel 
-Dofitme lodgedꝭ in his Mind at once, by imme- 
diate Nevelation: All others, even of the 
Apoſties themſelves appear to have arrived at 
iti by progreſſwe Inſtruction, or Ihumination, 
hich'ſhene more and more umto the perfect 
nee pot ee 201 200 bas: Ul 
oA zac 110 olgi3tiC tori; ANDES :d babaro! 


ee e eee . The 
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L wm Þ 
„get Ther mew ;*Convetts > of the rprimidive 
Clnitchi? were inſtructed on ib zbe fi Pringi2? 
ples of the Oracles of God, under Perſons a 
pointed for that: Purpoſe, witliout being taughe 
the iigller / Principles of the Chriſtian Doctrihe v 
Thoſe, on the contrary,” who» were:uUged capa” 
ble of comprehending, in ſome Meaſure, the 
Whole Syſtem of Divine 'Fruth; were furmfhed 
with: fuperior Degrees of Knowledge; and no- 
thing was concealed from them, which eduld 
refider: them firm irt their Profeſſion, or aſſiſt 
them in arriving at Perfection. We find this 
Diſtinktiott of Claſſes in the primitive:Chutch, 
mentioried in the Diſcourſes of the ancient 
Doctors; and the differerit Methods of Inſtruc- 
tio alminiſtered to each. There were Bchbols 
from the very commencement of the Church to 
inſtruct Children and young Converts: im the 
plainer Points of Religion, hand the Kudwledge 
of the Scriptures and there wer alſo religiauis 
Seminaries to -accompliſhy g Per ſons , moe 
advanced, in the higher Principles of thei Chriſ- 
tlan Faith; and, eſpccially, ſuch as aſpired tobe 
teachers, were inſtructed in the different Branchies 
both of human Learning and ſaured Exudition. 
Ste John erected a School of this Kind at 
Epheſus; and one of the ſame Nature an 
founded by Polycarp, the Diſciple of that Apoſtle, 
F e ee us ſupra. 

| 1 


= 1 
'rma: And a Goon 3 
be foutided b Ste Wat 1 ha, fo: 
nally” Champions of "the "Chvitiah- 
and was long — for — WM 
why, and reli gioiis Krlowledfe®” Fre F 
Inſtance we may Tearn' how early 400 
— the good Seed of” the Word Was en 
un, and hi? deeply it becimie tote a fri | 
yolk Winds. | Origen, the chöſt learned of the 
Primitive Fathers, and the moſt able Defender of 
the Religion of Jefus; in the ſecond Centiiry as 
completely verſed in the Scriptures at the ly 
Age f Six Years! "when this young Saint” &&- 
brted his Father to ſuffer Martyrdom: in Support 
of he Chriſtian Faith. And the after Zeal: and 
Eabolirs f this Father, in ff preading” bi 
Copies and Trapflations of the Seripta Ii Vi 
83 ang uages, contributed to multi phy Ch Chih 
„ and extend the Limits f. the Church. 18 
The Heathen Fer fecutors of hi i mith⸗ 2205 
wel aware of the A dvaritage derived ta the Faith 
front” this” Diffuſtor er Teri tptural Katt ges 
that they Tequited alt the Opie 'of the Scr 
tures, 16 be delivered up by Believers, Uk + 
ſcxereſt Penalties: But c F 
of ih Saidts beibg maintained by th 
th&/Seriptures, Weh they prefe Hay tot 
ng of their Eives, they overcame,” 'by 12 
* See the Life of Nr. — — 0 * 
28 | 230179! - «-Suffermgs, 
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5 Aces dn T "imes, dhe Party's 
xe Faith was. deſtroyed by the Contuptiqn 
lions of Chriſtians, univerſal Ignorapce;pre+ 
ile, the Knowledge of the- Scriptures 120 
e * The People periſhed for Lack of Know- 
+ ledge-;” their Teachers were blind Leaders of 
the Blind: Then was the, Church ef Chri, am 
theſe. Weſtern. Regions, involved it 153 5 
arkneſs, and the groſſeſt Idolatry ooh Place of 
the Pure. 7 00 ion 3 G Net ren in that 
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Knowledge of :hetters;- the Reading Ret 
ledge of the Scriptures; andi being tus! kept 
untainted aby the ſurrounding Contagion, be- 
Lame the its, unter Divine Providence, 
of tranſmitting and diffuſing that celeſtial Light, 
wich productd-afterwards the glorious De 
Reformation” in che- Proteſt: Couritries 
Europe. Being perſecuted for ſeveral Centurles 
by tt Tupall Powers, in Which Perſedittions 
more than Wa. Million of Lives" were deſtroyed! 
they maintained their Faith im the arduols 
Struggle, upon the Hope-of the Seripture Frb- 
mie, of row of Life at tkeir Reward gg and 
the gencrouts Hope toon chat their Sufferings 
would eventually break the Chains, and difpel 
he Darlerieſs of the Chriſtiam World. Many of 
their Peſcendauts, bei being frattered by Perſteutſon 
- Regions, carried with'them the good 
Seed of the Word f God; they” ſubfiſted by 
Ams, which they: req uitedi bx 1 
f Door to Dor y they were Pinched 
ud and Hunger if they wordughe by Day'for 
al Sübſſſtence they! pürſued their Studies at 
Night / without the Aid of any other Ligkt than 
churof the Mobn! But they furmourte@'all theſe 
Difficulties amd became Teachers, Profeffors, and 
»Preathers4 to wie we of: the' preferit Day 


7011 Sl 13171 1011019112 14 pp: 81. Dat — 01 2.1} HI Ore & 
© reckons up 1,200,000, in thirt rty years Perſecution 


of the © — n ni, ld oil, 
bene 9 ſtand 


TM | 
ſland;toniginally»-indebted; under the Divide 
Providence, for the Recovery of the Knowledgł 
of that Word of Eife, Which, like the Bookrof 
the law. ini Joſiahꝰs Reign, was hidden and almoſt 
loſt. I Nor did pure Religion return to the 
World aunattended with other Bleſſings: She 
broke dhe Chains of +a galling Tyrannys au 
introduced Learning, Civility and Order; Ble 
ſings that will never ſubſiſt without her Protec 
tion, Which will ever come and depart in her 
Train. And, therefore, under the Convict ion uf 
theſe ineſtimable Benefits of religious Know. 
ledge, all the reformed: Churches have been 
very; diligent in framing. Laws and Canons to 
inforos the religious Inſtruction of the People, 
not only by the public Reading and Expoundit 
of the Scriptures, but, elpecially; | by the cathe- 
tical Inſtruction of young, Perſons in aht elemen⸗ 
tary Prireiples of Chriſtianity a an Office, which 
the moſt eminent Divmes hayg lednbilerrd, when 
ic is variouſly accommodated to different Capa- 
eities, as more generally edifying than ſet Dii- 
7 do the Bulk of the People. With-this 

lethod, the Refor IHA began in this Ring 
Sen fore it: had a legal Eftabliſhimeht3.and{it 
ſucceeded; ſo happily, that when Queen 
Zigot to the Church of Rome, u 0 
Crown ſhe found that Perſecution itſelf did. not 
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I'M Archbiſhop Wake, in the:Prefiice to his Catechiſtn 2c 
beef) 6 ſo 


mation; as the ates. of” this Mode of 
Inſtructien; which hath been carefully enjoined 
fince' by Princes; and Biſhops, and Laws made 
for that Purpoſe; though they have been, and 
ſtill are (to the great Reproach of a Chriſtian 
People); too generally neglected” among us. 
— pr civil Diſorders of the laſt 
ntury, were either the Cauſes or the Conſe- 
ener of the two oppoſite Extremes of Fana- 
ticifm and Irreligion, and introduted bold and 
lioentious Printiples, extremely adverſe to that 
 Humlicy and Docility of Temper whith Chriſ- 
tianity requires. For And eventually this excellent 
Mode of communicating religious Knowledge is 
ſcarcely attended to by ay. but the Children of 
the Poor. who are induced by other Conſidera- 
tions to ſubmit to ĩt ! It would be doing good 
Service. be Cauſe of Chriſtianity, to revive 
this catechetical Form of Inſtruction with Chil - 
dren of every Deſcription, for all are Heirs of 
the ſame Promiſes, in tlie Manner required by 
the Rubrick, and Canons of the Church of 
wich weare Members ; though even this would 
fall very far ſhort of the primitive and progreſſive 
Aw vt: 1 3 en we have 


Some kind Diſpoſitions of W he 
A e of late appeared to x emedy this Der 

fect. to a certain Degree, - :by Inftitutions; calcu 
1815 to. diffuſe religious Knowledge, among the 
lower Orders of our Brethren ; whoſe — 


nt 180 often no ſmall Charity. to detach, fer a 


Scaſpny at.leaſt;,From the wretched Examples ac q 


Vice and Profligacy, which would, but for ; 
ſome. ſi ugh Antidote, , taint: their. earlieſt, Years. at” 
theigown Homes: And even the lender Informa- 
tion ſo acquired, has reflocted back upom the Pa- 
regu: thewlelves. Who, in particular Inſtances, 
ende aby abe Admonitions. of their 
owniaChildien:- From the growing Extent: of 
theſe Inſlitutions, we may juſthy hope that the 
Spirit of the bleſſed F ounder of our Religion is 
extending. i itlelf more widely; ; that Spirit which 
influenced the primitive Evangeliſts, and the 
later Reformers of our Religion, to preach the 
3oſpel, to the Poor, and which, we truſt}. will 
be transfuſed. on other Teachers of the Manz, 
chat the Foundatiom of bur Faith may be laid 
broad and extenſive as the Nations of the Eartli, 
aa diſperſed Tribes of Mankind; in Corra- 


adence..with, the. Seripwule, which, faith,of/, 


a th" ord. of , All, He layeth the Beams 
of his Chambers in the Waters, placing; the 
Glory of his Preſence amidſt the Multitudes of 


the People. A "6 l 
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For beſides the jg Number of Thouſands 
end Are how! trainect to Piet ii the 'various 
Surly" Schools in the Kingdom, there are, as 
WE learn from a late Report of the Society tr 
promoting Chriſtian Knowledę ge, in tlie other 
Charity-Schools of England and Wales, up ate 8 
of F Forty Thouſand Children, who, in Ade ition 
100 religious Knowledge, are inſtructel! in the 
uſeful Arts of Life, cloathed, And i in many y In- 
Fances'wholly maintained, until they are el 
to ſubſiſt by the Qualifications they have: acqu red, 
And you have great Reaſon to take Coimfoft in 
the Reflection, that a Part of this Number f. and 
indebted to your r Benevolence for thoſe A van- 
tages which may tender them uſeful Members 
of the Community, and be conduciye to: their 
future and eternal: Happineſs. Moſt of "theſe, 
but for ſucli Helps might, and probably Would, 
[haye'remained ignörant of the Means of fubbiſt- 
mg Honeſtly, i; en, to 4 great Degree, of 
Gu and their Dut Many fuch neglected 
0 have e paid their its! as a F orfeit te 5 the 
LAB and; in the Anguith of their laſt Bl 
Have lamented that they knew not how to pra ray, 
nor were ever led to the Houſe of Pra 1 15 
d. they looked but tiere was no Man, neitl 
found they any to comfort them. 
On; after the beſt Inſtruction in Ri 1 coul- 
>neſs, Men e Kell into great! Errots, nd even 
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CLE Hort] T to 10 0c 19. I J 2: bloed 101 
incur. the Penalty 10 hs ay * by mean gf 
ſuch. Knowledge, Sinners have recoverechi to 


Repentance, and public Offenders made what 
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But OKs can. ache nk Claſſes We the Com- 
munity learn, theſe Principles of Piety and moral 
ee except at be 3 edler 


1e 


e 15 as we, ty ary Fang 
the Practice of the primitive Church, in order to 
be roperly underſtood, muſt be regularly 
tayg] t: Set Diſcourſes, from the Pulpit can be 
of little Benefit, where the Hearer has not, re- 
. ſome preparatory Inſtruction, and been 


8 tat leaſt to read; for the Repetition gf | 


; me upon Line, and wh Precept upon Pre- 
| e ” ſo neceſſary to the young and ynin- 
i formed, would: be tedious to the more advanced 


_ enlightened Believer.. / 1 It i 18 the Recommen- 


1 alſo of the Apoſtle; that we ſhould;not 


* 5 be laying the Foundation of elemen- 
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'S, urely thenaig: the't more happy. Heer theſe 
Ute. Ones whom the Hand of Charity reſcues 
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"From Ruit, 4d leads to te tes Ariduſtry, 
and from the Houle of Induſtry tothe Houſe of 
Prayer, every Friend of Humanity, every Friend 
ol Chriſtianity will rejoice? For the Temper of 
_ Chriſtianity is a divine Thing; it ſeeks not 
Complacency i in ſelfiſh Gratifications or Indul- 
Senses; in much Goods laid up for many Vears; 
n the Enjoyments of Eaſe and Elegance; (which 
are but the Refinements of Epicuriſm, and can- 
not form the Happineſs of a Mind” that is 
touched with a Senſe of the Miſeries of Man- 
_kind;) but-it goes to the Highways and Hedges, 
in ſearch of Objects on whom it's Benevolence 
may be exetted';' it looks abroad over the Face 
of the whole Earth; and, like the Dove that 
eame out of the Ark, reſts not in ſolitary Com- 
fon on the Olive Branch it fitids, but carries 
Tidings of Peace and Joy: whete"they ure longed 
for and needed. Look not,“ Iays the Apoſtle, 
mh every Man on his om Things, but look alſo 
* on the Things of others. And what did this 
. -blefſed Apbftle make the Subje& of his rejoic- 
ing? Not che High Favours of Heaven com- 
. mamicated to hirdfelf, but, I Paul,“ ſays he 
0 the Coloſſians, V rejoice i in my Sufferings for 
you, and fill up that which is behind of the 
« Afflictions of Chrift, 1 bis Ko ra Sake, 
_ £55 whichis mme Church“ 
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It was this Temper, that, in the primitive 
Ages, carried the Sound of the, Goſpel through 
cout all Lands, from 9 the Britiſh Illes to the 
Banks of the Ganges 5 and many Regions row 
involved in Heathen Darkneſs, or ſubject to 
Mahometan Tyranny and Delufion : Regions in 
which Chriſtians, of modern Ages have eſtab. 
liſhed their Commerce, but not their Faith. But 
if the Love of God, if the Love of human 
Kind, really have Place in our Hearts, they will 
| burn within us till We have communicated the 
ieder of Salyation Wherever we can find 
Agceſs./; As the Plalmiſt deſcribes the great 
8 of Heaven coming forth as a Bride- 
$5 groom out of his Chambers, i in the Eaſt, and 
xejoicing as à Giant to run his Courſe 2g 
Leal for God's Glory, and the Welfare of human 
Kind, will burſt through the Reſtraints of nar- 
row and ſelfiſh Conſiderations, and rejoice to 
make others Partakers of the ſame Grace wherein 
woe ſtand: And that holy Ardour in the beſt of 
| Cauſes; will-continually. tend to the Accompliſh- 
ment of the prophetic Declaration, 17 Neverthe- 
, leſs the Dimneſs ſhall not be ſuch as Was in 
ber Vexation; the People that walked" in 
+. Darkneſs have ſeen a great Light; they that 
ddwelt in the Land, of the Shadowy of Nepeh, 
* Ie Were hach the Light ſhined. ... 
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9, relieye The, a temporal, Sufferings of our 
we | know is a Sacrifice of Mercy well 

ple afing to G God.” "When the Glent Eloquence of 
the Widows . Peter the Coats and Gar- 
55 s which Dorcas had made, who was f ull of 
{ Works and Alms-Deeds, he kneeled, down 

0 d prayed, and Dorcas was reſtored to Life, 
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aye, 1 the Satisfaction of knowing that the Iofti- 
5 hich, you are this Day a aſſembled to ſup- 
art, t, hath both theſe Objects in it's View; and 
_ "charnable. Rey -gard t. to the temporal Wants of 
the Little: Ones will, under God's Blefting, 


1 the til greater Work of their Inſtruction 
120 e ; and enable them. to adopt, the 


* as. "ww M 


tation of the converted Gentiles, as repre- 
fete by the cyangelical Prophet, & be. 1 will 
14 reatly 1 re rejoice | in the Lord, my. Soul ſhall, he 
T7 2545 oyful in my God, for be hath clothed, me 
. Path the Garments of Salvation, be; hath 


Ps covered n me. with a Robe of Righteou! l nels, 


"To: this Point, then, we BEA: direct our En- 


oe il eineni e. 
deb rs — 5 Remiſſion, nor reſt fatisfied 


while a ſingle n within the reach of 
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our Influence remains ignorant or unt eclimed; 
deftitute'of honeſt Employment, or proper "Sup- 
plies for his honeſt Neceſſities; for it Is not, t FI 
Will of our heavenly Father, that any ſhould 
periſh : We are to take Heed, therefore, leſt we 
def pile the Intereſt of one of theſe Little- Ones 
The primitive Chriſtians and Martyrs Were 
: chiefly from among the lower Orders of. Many 
kind: And in the Perſecutions of Queen Mary”: 8 
Reign, though there were Sufferers among the 
higher Ranks, yet the Bulk of thoſe who gave 
Teſtimony to the' Faith, were Mechanics * an 
Peaſants. And who can tell what Pillars of the 
Faith, or Ornaments to their Chriſtian Profeſ- 
on, may be raiſed up from among theſe Little 
Ones, Whom) your Benevolence preſerves? Judge 
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preſent bo. Eſtate. The fütüre strength and 
Majeſty of the Oak is not perceptible in the 
Acorn; nor the Beauty and Fragrance of the 
Roſe diſcerned in the Root or Stalk that bears it, 
When you and they are recovered from rhe 
Dithoiiurs of the Duſt, you may ſee them made 
6 Pillars in the Temple of our God,” and find 
your charity to have been one of the Steps uh 
which they and you have aſcended. to 

0 Place of the Tabernacle of the Mct High.” 
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ln tlie preſent Age of Improvements, it would 
ben Reproach to our Charity, and even to our 


Miety, if a Deſire to render our on Species 
happy in themſelves, and uſeful to the Public, 
did not keep Pace with the Diſpoſition to Im- 
provement in other Reſpects. The Earth on 
.avhich- we. tread, it's Plants and Fruits, and even 
it's Flowers, with the Beaſts that graze the 
Plain; are become Subjects of curious Attention 
tothe Improver, and attract the Regard even of 
the moſt poliſhed Ranks of Society: And ſhall 
bur common Brethren be over looked? Though 
we commendably- reſcue theſe Little-Ones here 
before you, from the loweſt Debaſement, ſhall 
ue permit any of the Children of God to remain 
in algtate of Degradation, by Ignorance, Poverty, 
and. Vice, and not ſeek; them out to prevent their 
periſhing? How think ye f a Man have 
nean hundred Sheep, and one of them be gone 
e aſtray, doth he not leave the Ninety- and - Nine, 
and goethi into the Mountains, and ſeeketh 
2 | ond which is gone aſtray? Even fo it is 
mnot:the Will of your heavenly See that 
ae theſe er nr nA mo! 
0! b ine i * | 
2:/[Fhe Men dan tae WY 6 
aste aud Refinement, will Teck out and reſtore 
the Remnants of ancient Arts; and having re- 


covered from the Diſt ſome mutilated Marble, 
OO» * 5 | 4 2 . ſhall 
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LES 
ſhall think they have done the World good Ser- 


vice, and fulfilled the End of their Exiſtence. 


And ſhall we ſuffer the Image of our Supreme 
Lord, our beſt Friend, our kindeſt Benefactar, 
to be in any Caſe neglected? An IAE how- 
ever marred? Shall we not endeavour to wipe 
away it's Stains and it's Diſhonour, and admi- 
niſter the Means of an heavenly Art to reſtore 
it's priſtine Dignity and Glory? How amiable 
in this View will appear the Conduct of ſome 
Noble Perſons in a diſtant County *, who: have 
of late made the moral Improvement of their 
Dependants the Object of Reward and of their 
anxious Care! Who employ the Goods of 
Fortune, and the Influence of Rank, and the 
Splendour of their own Virtues, to provide In- 
ſtruction, to reward Induſtry, to encourage honeſt 
Emulation, and to reflect Honour on Virtue. 
May they ſhine as Stars for ever in the new 
Heavens! The Faculties which the Author of 
Nature hath beſtowed upon us, were deſigned 
for Improvement, and who knows what the 
Faculties of all Duty cultivated would effect in 
illuſtrating the Goodneſs of God, and promotitig 
the common Happineſs of Men? The ſlender 
Qualifications that are acquired under the Au- 
ſpices of Charity have, in numberleſs Inſtances, 
ae their W into mn of Comfort 
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to themſelves; and Utility to the Public; while, 

am the other Hand, Induſtry is often reſtrained, 
and Genius depreſſed, by the Want even of 
mean Qualifications: And it is hard to aſſign a 
Reaſon why the human Faculties ſhould not be 
made as productive to their Poſſeſſors and the 
Public, as the Nature of the Caſe will admit. 
Aud if we would diſcern the comparative Effects 
of the Inſtruction of young Children in Righte- 
ouſneſs, and their Deſtitution in this Reſpect, 
we have not far to ſeek for a Contraſt in palpable 
and living Forms: And painful as one Part of 
the Contraſt may be, it's oppoſite will be no leſs 
pleaſing, and prove a moſt powerful Plea in 
Behalf of theſe Little- Ones. Reflect then for à 
Moment on the dreadful Scene of that Tribe of 
| little Atheiſts who appeared at the Bar of the 
French Convention to demand the Annihilation 
of Divine Worſhip, and of the Religion of Jeſus, 
their Saviour; and then turn your Eyes to the 
Spectacle! before you; of theſe Children who are 
come into the Houſe of God, to utter his Praiſes, 

and to implore Bleſſings on you, their Friends. 
The Reſult of the | Contraſt you muſt feel. 
O Lord, our Lord, out of the Mouth of 
Babes and Sucklings haſt thou perfected 
strength beeauſe of thine Enemies, that thou 
© mighteſt ſtill the Enemy and the Avenger !* 


* * Haud facile emergunt, &c. J uvENAI. 
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One of the Reaſons that induced infinite 
Wiſdom to ſpare Nineveh, after a Denunciation 
of Wrath, was a merciful Regard to the Numbers 
in that City of an infant Age. And may it not 
be among the Reaſons that ſway the Omnipotent, 
and induce him to be ſtill gracious to us amidſt 
the various Perils that have threatened, and ſtill 
threaten this Nation, that the Prayers and Praiſes 
of theſe and many ſuch Little-Ones, whom Charity 
maintains, aſcend to Heaven and find Acceptance? 
Oh] then increaſe the Ardour of their Prayers by 
your additional Regards to their Welfare; increaſe, 
to.the utmoſt, the Numbers of ſuch Supplicants 
who cannot fail to be heard. If an Angel from 
Heaven, became a miniſtering; Spirit, to preſerve 
by a Refreſhment of Water, the Life of Agar's 
Son; and if theſe Little-Ones are ſo much the 
Objects of Divine Regard, that even . a Cup 
« of cold Water given to them, ſhall mn 
*« loſe it's Reward,” nor the putting of 


ſmalleſt Impediment, in their Way eſcape ha 


ſoreſt ' Puniſhment; it 55 the Care „ of ; theſe Little- 
Ones is only permitted to Angels of an higher 
Order, the Angels of His Preſence, will not God 
graciouſly accept our Labour of Love, and higher 
Offices of Charity, towards theſe who are the 
Children of. £1 braham by Faith, and his own. by 
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„ Though I. may already have. detained you be- 
vond the uſual Limits aſſigned by Cuſtom to 
Diſcourſes, from this Place, I muſt defire, für- 
ther, your ſerious Attention to ſome very impor- 
tant Conſiderations which are, intimately con- 
nected with the Occaſion of this Diſcourſe, and 
forcibly demonſtrate the Neceſſity of ſupporting 
Inſtitutions of this Nature,, founded on n ſimilar 
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18 is, 1 een a fact, but lately, ad not 
vs deat known, that a Society of Perſons in 
this Kingdom has been ſome Time formed for 
the Purpoſe of diſtributing the Poiſon of Infide- 
lity, in ſmall and numerous Tracts, drawn up in 
a popular Stile, and ſuited to the Capacity of the 

lower Orders among us, with the Deſign of de- 
ſtroying the Influence of Reli gion on their 
Minds, and effecting an Overthrow of our Con- 
ſtitution in Church and State. The Meaſure i is 
not new; a ſimilar Proceeding began with the 
Anfidel; Writers among our hoſtile Nei ghbours 
above Thirty Vears ago, and the Effect has 
. — += 56h anſwerable to the e of the 
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FL ob of this, we ſhall 'E; wanting to 
our higheſt Duty and Intereſt, if we are wanting 


ur, Endeayours, to defeat the impious and 
pf 35505 4 1 miſ- 
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miſchievdus Project: eſpecially by inſiſting; in 
all religious. Inſtruction | of the younger Poor, 
upon the great and cardinal Points of the Chfif. 
tian Faith, it's diſtinguiſhing and characteriſtic 
Doetrines which make it what it is; namely: the 
Propitiation for our Sins by the Sacrifice of the 
Croſs, ind the Sanctification of our Souls by the 
Holy Spirit of God: The former of theſe Do- 
trines holds out the only Ground of Pardon ard 
of Peace to ſinful Man; the latter imparts the 
Power of performing our Duty, and of attaining 
to that moral Rightoguſneſs rannten of N 
| tians. | 0 bity 

"4g bod up He moſt 1 betta Law: of 7501 
e to ſinful Man, who is <onfeiohs 
Of having broken, and, in His natural. State finee 
the Fall; unable to conform to it, without the 
f Hope of Forgiveneſs and of Spiritual Aid, is to 
hold up a Law which condemiis him to Deſpait: 
and his immediate Refuge will be either in tie 
; Torpor: of Atheiſm, or thoſe: falſe Mediators 
which the accuſing Conſcience of ſinful Man has 
Recourſe to, whett he is ignorant of the One only 
Mediator between God and Man: And When 
thoſe falſe Mediators ſhall be diſcovered to he 
Tuch, he will be ready to conſider all Religion as 
- unfounded, and fink, pethaps irfetrieveably, into 


| Atheiſm. This is not Hypotheſis or S. 
it 
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it is modern Hiſtory; it is Fat realized amongft 
our hoſtile Neighbours :' And if'y you | confi t the 
Hiſtory of the World at large, 'you will. ind it Ci 
further confirmed. A mediatorial Scheme, true 
or falſe, the human Heart fondly adheres 60, if 
it believes at all, as the great Object of i it 's Hoy © 
aid Affection. And when torn from that fond 
Hope, it gives up all for loſt, and is generally 
found to fink into Impiety, Senſuality, Cruelty, 
alid the Vices of a hopcleſs and apoſtate Nature. 
iThere may be Exceptions ; and are, among 
thole/who explain away, into figurative Exprel- 
Hons (while they admit the Truth of Revelation), 
the great Points of the Chriſtian Doctrine: But 
ſuch will generally be the Conſequence among 
the Bulk of the People, as modern Examples | too 
unfiappily "demonſtrate. Our Lord and his 
Apoſtles preached to Jews and Gentiles, to t 
WHOom propitiatory Sacrifices were fam liar ; a i £27 | 
when thoſe inſpired Teachers infilt upon the 
Vite ef his Death, and the Sacrifice of the 
Cros, they miſt mean fome Atonemen t ftrietly 
talogous, and correſpondent, to the Jewith a L 
Heather Ideas, or they muſt mean fomething 
eſſentiallß different from the Apprehenfic ion of 
their Hearers; but this would have been Link 


ene and falle 1 that, 
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proof of theſe Cardinal Points of our Faith, that 


the repreſenting. of them truly, unmixed with 
the Alloy of Superſtition or Fanaticiſm, has ever 
made! men better; while the Diſguiſe of Super- 
dition, and the Diſtortion of Fanaticiſm, have 
© ever, produced 2, contrary Effect. Theſe were 
che. Doctrines that turned the World from YR 


neſs unto Light, GC: "0 © 1 546 | 


Ons. important Conſideration yet remains s be⸗ 


hind, which, in as few Words as poſſible, I ſhall 
diſmiſs; but which, as it is fo intimately. con- 
nected at all Times, but eſpecially the,preſent, | 
| with the Public Tranquility, as well-as with the | 
Object of this Day: s Meeting, I cannot paſs over: 
For 1 it 18 of more than common Importance at 
this, critical and awful Period, alarming; beyond x 
any that have gone before us, that the riſing 
; Generation be taught the 2rue Ground of all, their 
Duties, religious, moral, civil; that th are al 
alike Gundel on the Will of. God, and bound, i / 
of them equall 10 bound upon. us with, eternal Sane- | 
tions: That the Relation betwixt Prince and ö 
N People, and their correſpondent Duties and Ohli- ; 
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\gations, arile : as truly a and properly from the Will 


— —ũ—U2ů—ä— —̃ 2 — — 


FILE 


| the juſt uſt Conſequence of this Principle is, that ĩt 
A ids the beſt Security the. tate bade 


irs 


Life,” = 8 correlative Obligations: And 
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Affairs will admit for good Government. and 
civil Happineſs ; it is as adyerſe to the Oppreſ- 
ſion and Tyranny of Governors, as to the Scdition 
and Diſobedicnce of the governed; becauſe God, 
-who is the Father of all, and is no Reſpecter of 
ien. is the Governor among the Nene 

But a "contrary Doctrine, equally. falſe. 5 
pernicious, hath of late, through the Medium of 
cheap Publications, intended to miſlead the 
People, been induftriouſly propagated; namely, 
That Government is founded in a ſocial Com- 
pact, and, on. the Will of the pls 


I ſhall very briefly ſhew the " alkehcfs of this 
Principle, and then trace a few of it's neceſſary 
— ſelf-evident Conſequences. . F e 
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t it will be Rl that — 1 = Lite 
and Death is eſſential to the effective Adminiſtta- 
tion of al Goyernments in the World. But 
from whom is this Power derived? From the 
Author of Life ſurely; for God alone i is the Lord 
-of Lifez- as all, but profeſſed Atheiſts, muſt 
'almit: His we arc, and not our own: We 
-biought not ourſelves into being, nor can we, for 
i Inſtant, become independent of Him. Hit 
is the World we inhabit; it is You on, nor 
our Fellow. Crkatures in it. Thou haſt no 


Power 
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«Power at all over thine own Head, to make 
„ one Hair white or black,“ and if thou haſt 
no Power over thine own Head or Life, or 
cover the Life of thy Brother, how canft' thou 
give that Power by any ſocial Compact to an- 
other, which is not ine to give; or how receive 
by ſuch a Compact, hat another has no Power 
to give to you? It is our Lord's own Argu- 

ment upon this very Subject, addreſſed to the 
Roman Governor, who alledged his Authority 
to acquit or condemn ; ©* Thou couldſt have 
„ flo Power at all, except it were given thee 
„ from above:” And, © there is no Power,” 
_ faith his Apoſtle Paul, © but from God.” 


Now let it be conſidered, when you ſubſtitute 
vour own Will, or the Will of the People, ex- 
prefled in a ſocial Compact, for the Will of 
| God, as the Foundation of Government; what - 
do you but ſubſtitute the Will of Man for the 
Will of God, as the Supreme Rule of Duty, in 
the moſt important of all human Relations; 

and exclude the Almighty from the Govern- 
ment of his own World? For if the Will of 
the People be the proper Foundation of Govern- 
ment, en is not any Man anſwerable to God 
for his Conduct, as a Member of civil Socrety - 
He may withdraw: his Obedience, excite Se- 
ditions, rebel and overturn the State, or go over 
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Cal 
ts the Enemy Whenever it ischis Will ſo to do; 


and allithis without Sin: Becauſe, upon this 


foolith and wicked Hypotheſis, he is not bound 

in Conſcience to obey any civil Laws; for, firſt, 
upon the Footing of Equality, the very Ground 
ofla ſocial Compact, no Man can bind another, 
ſince Obligation is only from a Superior; and, 
next, no Man, can bind another's Conſeience, 
but by Virtue of Authority from God, becauſe 
God alone is Lord of Conſcience which of 
Caurſe excludes all moral Obligation from 
civil Duties, as impoſed by the public Will 
withqut Authority from God. But if the Will 
of the People, or the Will of Man, independent 
of Authority from God, may bind our Conſci- 
ences and conſtrain our Obedience, ten may 
any Ac L yranny be jiftified, then may the 


Worſhip of God be annihilated, the Ties of 


Matriage diſſolyed, the relative Duties, the 
Obligation of Oaths and ſolemn Engagements, 
the prime and indiſpenſible Laws of Nature 
may be violated; if the People will have it ſo*. 
The ruling Powers too, ſo: conſtituted by the 


Will of the People, not being under the Controul 


of Conſcience, (which, upon the Suppoſition of 
Equality we have ſeen, cannot be bound by 
another's Will) nor controuled by the Will or 


| * Exemplified by France. 3 10 
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would not be under any moral Obligation of 
ruling well, and therefore would commit io Sin 
by their Mal-Adminiſtration, and thus 'eveiite: 
ally does this popular Principle ſet up an abi 
trary Power uncontrouled, and uncontroulable; 
by any Lawy of Conſcience,” or of God; inde- 
pendent of all moral Obligation, and deſtructive 
© every Tie, natural and moral, civil and 
ſacred, in the World. And ſince a Goverh- 
ment ſo founded can have no Hold or Influence 
on the Conſcience *, a greater external Force 
muſt operate to conſtrain Obedience, and ſo 
violate the very Principle of Will on whieh' it 
is founded; or it will crumble into Ruin by the 
individual Will and Intereſt of it's Members 
breaking the Compact, as they would, on the 
W e _—_ A * to. * at anne 

„There is allo a nvidia Ability hit 
oba only reſult fromita Falſe) Principle, iu 
making the Will of Man to be the wnrde 
of Laws and Government: Since it is the 
Deſign of Laws and Government to regulate 
and reſtrain the Will of Man; and the ſame 
the Object of the Divine Law and Government 
likewiſe; while yet, under all theſe Reſtraints, 
the Will of Man is a perpetual Source of Eil 

to himſelf and Ane eee om 
- "678. Fraßee again, * 
en ö „ 
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'whits5; , FRET and acknowledged! Neceffty: of 
Lau and Gorernment to bind and regulate the 
Will of Man, in a ſocial State, Is A PROOF 
rar THE: FouxDATION oH Laws: AND 
; GOVERNMENT IS NOT IN THE WILL, or 
Mam, ox TRR WIE Oo THE PRO ER, but in 

an Authority and Power ſuperior to the Will 

of Man, Which it has a Right to * and 
Seren 2880. ö 5 | 
2 1-031 
That Artes are oh e ana trade 
>Confequences/ reſulting; from the Principle of 
Aate become ſo popular, every conſidering Mind 
muſt perceive: I hat they ARE THE) AC TAL 
CoxsgaugNegs we may alſo fee fully and 
- fatally proved among our hoſtile Neighbours : 
„ eee * from ee mann 4! 


1171 4% 
CF .5 129917. 


oor ins THERERBFORE THE t r 
AND NOT THE WILL OF MAN, WHICH. 1s 
rn TRUE FOUNDATION OF CIVIL GOVEIN.· 
IMEST'; THE TRUE RULE BOTH OH PRINCE 

AND PEOPLE. It is His Will: which is the 

Sovereign Law to all Beings in the Univerſe: 
It is His WILL. that is the soLE SouR OE of 
dull moral Obligation, Which binds our Duties 
upon us by eternal Sanctions. In a Conformity 
to that Divine Will conſiſts tlie Vittue the 
eee Happineſs of Man, and of all 
es | I Tz: other 
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other intelligent Beings : In Nejßſlanot to thut 
Will is the ſole Source of all Evil and Miſery 


whatever. And ii it the Defign an Eu M our 
preſent probationary State, that we may be trained 
a in hubituul Obedience to the Divine: Wl; 
otherwiſe we ſhould not be qualified for —_— 
ante it is uni neh en oA ng 
The Modification, ded, of thi Fade of 
Government ſo often confounded with it's 
Principle; is another Conſideration, diſtin@ from 
it's Origin and Foundation: And, like the 
2 of private Families, and the Rules 
of domeſtic Life, may vary according to the 
mutual Convenience of the Parties concerned 
in a common Intereſt; but ſtill all muſt be con- 
ducted agreeably to the Will and Law of God, 
which hath declared with equal Reſpect to 
public and private Life, that Hatred, Variance, 
Emulation, Wrath, Strife, Seditions, Hereſies, 
Envyings, Murders, are Works of the Fleth, 
1 THEY THAT Do sucH T HINGS "SHALL 
NOT INHERIT/THE meer or — + 


7 5 tbe 8 of . nee 24 aun — 
tion of Souls, may be deeply affected by the 
Principles which have gone abroad on this 
Subj ect; andi as it is of the laſt Importance to 
you, and to themſelves, that theſe! Little Ones, 
191170 _ | and 


and all the riſing Generation ſhould be impreſſed 
with right Sentiments concerning -their civil 
Conduct, it becomes all thoſe to whom the 
Inſtruction of their Brethren is committed, to 
inculcate the more earneſtly the Scripture 


Doctrine on this Head. Put them in mind 


5 to be ſubject to Principalities and Powers, not 
&« only for Wrath, but for Conſcience Sake: 


bs That they fear God and honour the King," 


>, 
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